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heard appeals of all kinds, from petitions for help
to the last recourse from the judgments of the tri-
bunals, a final appeal to which every Montenegrin
was entitled, and without which none submitted to
an unfavorable judgment.

The moment was critical, for communications had
been passing between Servia and Montenegro for
an alliance and a declaration of war against the
Sultan, for which the entire population of the prin-
cipality was impatient, and when I arrived the
rumor had begun to spread that Servia had yielded
^to diplomatic pressure and would decline the alli-
ance. The young Montenegrins were chafing, and
the old men complaining that the young ones were
growing up without fighting and would be nerve-
less. The Prince was very guarded, but it was easy
to gather from what he said that he neither could
nor cared to restrain the people from going in lim-
ited numbers, and in an unobtrusive way, into
Herzegovina to fight the Turks, and in fact he was
perfectly within his rights to send his army there,
for, curious as it may seem, the Turkish government
had never terminated the de jure state of war with
the principality, or acknowledged its independence,
and the fighting in the vicinity of Niksich had been
going on in an intermittent way for more than three
hundred years, during which the city had been in a
small way in as close a state of siege, probably, as
Troy was for ten years. As to operations in Herze-
govina, small bands had been going and coming,
concentrating when there was a movement to be